
NVTXlSOOF
Have Tniumph and
l(awasaki rnade the
lr ig Honda a middle-
weight cnuisen?
BY STEVE ANDERSON

HpN HoNn,q INTRoDUCED Tr{E

VTXl800 in 2002, it was
the biggest.  baddest cruiser

motorcycling had yet seen. Three
short years later, in a world of 2300cc
Triumph Rockets, Z-liter Kawasakis,
and 120-plus-inch Harley clone engines,
the VTX rnight almost seem to have
become a l i t t ie  thang.  Honda's  immedi-
u* r.roonr. h;; ; ' ; ; - ; ; ; ; ;h i ; ; ; .
borin-c bar; instead- with the addition of ^4g.-
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In Honcla's nomenclature, the "F" suffix has generally been
reserued fcrr sporlier models, and so it is with this VTX. The
F-model gets a wide | 8-inoh rear wheel caryirrg a 180/55- l8
low-profile radial tire, a superbike look rather than the cruis-
cr-typical,  tal l-sidewallcd l6-incher on other VTX modcls.
(Sti l l .  i t 's intercst ing how quicl<ly cruiscrs arc cvolving thc
supcr-wide 240 and 25Onrr.n t iros ou custom-buil t  Harlcys
ancl the stock Victory Harlmer make a lU0 look sl ightly
puny.) Thc fi'ont l-ender's bobbcd, whilc thc rear fencler gcts
a stlaight, upswcpt cut across thc bottom, to cnhatrce what
I Ionda dcscribcs as "drag-racing" ancl "pcrfbnnance-cruiscr"

styl ing. Similarly. the hcadlight shel l  has a smaller hood, ancl
a ncw gas tank with flangclcss constructiot.t gives a flowing
look. The speeclometcr is a high-tech LCD r,urit poisccl irtop

the gas tank, with a digital speedo readout and a bar-graph
tachometer. The huge bazooka 2-into-l exhaust ofthe origi-
nal VTX-C gives way to a 2;l'rto-2 system with crossovers.
And.just to get the performance message completely across,
Honda serrt us a testbikc fittecl with its optional sport wind-
shield, a little f'lyscrccn that helps break the wind on your
chest. but docsn't do much urore.

Though thc handlebars and fbotpegs are ncw, Honda
didn't  turn thc VTX into a Harlcy Strcet Rocl. Thc r icl ing
posit ion rer.nains stanclzrrd cruiscr, with a low, 27.7-inch scat
hcight and lbrwarcl pcgs. A 6-footcr si ts with his fee-t otrt ,
knees sl ightly bcnt, hands widc and torso leaned back only
the t inicst bit  f iom vert ical.  A r idc quickly conflrtrs that the
VTX-Ir didn't  get a cornplctc personali ty transpltrnt.

At 789 pounds with a ful l  tank and a (r7.4-inch whcelbase,
the VTX remains a cruiser by the gross, t'to I-ttatter how
many cc i ts compcti t ion packs. l ts long-stroke engitrc purtrps
out more than 80 foot-pounds oftorque f iom just over 1600
to 5400 rpn.r,  with the torque peak of almost 97 ft .- lb. at iust
3200. Thc cngine, with an unobtrusive fuel- injcct ion sys-
tcm, leaps to a smooth and quiel idle at thc flrst touch of thc
startcr buttot.t. lt rnotors away seamlessly. pulling from well
undor 2000 rpm at near full-throttle openings, though full
throttle in top gear at too low an rpm undcr about 35 mph
in road speed-will have the VTX hammering thc cushions
in thc drivel ine. Rev i t  out, and the big Twin pul ls harder,
falling off only slightly bcfore it hits the soft rev limiter. ln

Our $pec 2 WX carne ta/th a satrn-black engrne and
milled cylnder-fin edges. Plainer Spec t has sitver-
painted motor, wht?e Spec 3 uses more chrorned and
polished parts throughout, includrng an intense buff
job on the five-spoke rims.
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HONDA
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Sportiest of Honda's big cruisers,
the F is a mix-n-match of various VTX

parts, including bobbed bodywork
lrom the C and twin exhausts lrom

the N. Eighteen-inch rear wheel really
opens up the styling.

a lighter bike, this engine would give stun-
ning performance, but in this behemoth, it
does what it can. A respectable 1.2.7-sec-
ond quarter-mile time puts it more than a
second behind a Triumph Rocket.

What the VTX offers instead is relaxed
performance. Near its redline, the pegs get
buzzy,but at 2500 rpm (about 60 mph in
top), it's a marvelously lazy and relaxed ride,
smooth yet mechanical, with each power
pulse distinct and lulling. Roll-on perfor-
mance is strong even from this iow rpm,
with a 60{o-80-mph run in top gear taking just 3.6 seconds-and
80{o- 1 00-mph feeling quicker yet. The VTX is happiest cruis-
ing in top-gear aq'wtrere from 50 mph all the way to 90 or so,
where the windblast gets a bit fierce. The 127-mph top speed
continues as more theoretical than usable.

Handling is perhaps the biggest gap between the VTX-F
and Harley's new Street Rod. By cruiser standards, the E, with
its taller-than-other-VTXs ride height, leans impressively far
before its footpeg feelers begin dragging, and several degrees
of additional lean remain available before it drags anything that
doesn't fold. But that's still far less than the Sffeet Rod offers.
Additionally, the F never lets you forget it's one big and very
heavy motorcycle. The wide bars give you the leverage to bend
it into a comer relatively quickly, but you feel its mass resist-
ing Try to hustle it through an S-turn, and you feel every one
of those 789 pounds. No, Honda hasn't magically transformed
the VTX into some cruiser-slash-replica-racer. Instead, itb
taken the heavy and stable handling of the originalVTX and
enhanced it with more comering clearance.

Increased ride height or no, big bumps still catch the
suspension out, but smaller bumps are fairly crushed by the
VTX's weight and compliant radial tires. On the freeway,
the seat-relatively thin to keep ride height down-offers a
pleasant site for your rear through a tank of gas. With aver-
age mileage in the 30s, the bottom of that tank comes up
relatively quickly, at 149 miles.

A llttle out of character lor a sport-
crulser, though our back seaters
Ioved lt, the Hondaline premium
backrest and its attendant mount'
lng bracket wlll run you a total of
$396. Plug in the accessory lug-
gage rack for an additional $180.

We liked
theVTX's

tinted sport
windshield, a
$150 option

that we'd
negotiate for

before we Ieft
the dealer's

. showroam.

Perhaps the VTX's most outstanding performance comes
not in acceleration or handling, but in braking. Using
Honda's integrated braking system with sophisticated
hydraulics, the VTX's brake pedal activates both front and
rear brakes. Stomp on it alone, and the big Twin slows
quickly. Keep pushing, bringing two of the front brakes' six
pistons into play, and eventually the rear tire locks up-but
by that time the VTX is slowing more than twice as quickly
as it would with rear braking only, and with far less ten-
dency to swap ends with a locked rear. Use both pedal and
front brake lever, and the VTX stops yet more quickly and
controllably, even when its gross weight with rider and pas-
senger scales well north of half a ton.

In the end, though, the most important question to ask
yourself about the VTX-F (or any of the other mega-cruis-
ers) is this: Do I fit? An almost 800-pound motorcycle is a
lot of machine, and utrile Honda has done an excellent job
of keeping the weight low and the seat height down, and has
built a smooth-running, controllable engine, you notice the
pounds every time you're doing something other than cruis-
ing down the road. You feel them moving the VTX in your
garuge, and you feel them if you attempt to hustle the VTX
down a twisty road. In its defense, the VTX also carries a big
rider and passenger effortlessly, and its weight and stability-
oriented steering geometry will keep it tracking true on the
Interstate no matter how blustery the wind gets.

So, the VTXl800F remains a heavyweight, for better
or worse. But Honda has enhanced its footwork, and

fitted it with styling that better matches its perfor-
mance. Perhaps that's not a knockout, but it keeps

the Honda in the ring, still a contender,
€ still a smooth big bruiser with an

impressive punch. O
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qu ic l< ly .  Thc  VTX lE00 w ls  a  s lunn i t rg -
I t  l r s l  cn t i sc l  r . r  hen i t  f i r s t  carne  ou t :

riow, its performance is merely strong.
not extraordirrary. But what slrtlck me

was not how well tlre VTX went fast,

but rather hor.v well it werrt siow. It had
a nrellou, beat at a 50-to-60-nrph top-
gea l  c ru isc  th l r t  lemi r rded nre  o l  the  hcs t

Har lcy  l l i g  l r , r  ins .  l t s  c t rg i t t c  r ' ras  i t l i vc .

rvith a pulsc and lexture that lclaxecl rathcr" than inflamed'

that saii'l, "This speecl is just finc; lct's do it all clay." That's

per"haps i l  l rorc usetul achievenlent fol 'a ct 'uiser than an l l -

r..nnd qtlarter'-mile timc. Tl.re VT.X is a rolaxcd fast bikc'

Irvcn at 
'80 

rrtph, it turns only 3300 rptn-there are cars that

tru'n more '"ui tl.t.t' that. lf I werc ]'loncla, I woulcln't spencl

a nrimttc t lr inking abotrt cnlarging thc I800's cngine or

increasing the power; instcacl,  ld pLrt i1 ott  a t l iet.  I t  woulcl be

better ir i  eucty way i f  i t  rvcighod 100 ptlurlcls lcss- 'and evcn

tl-rcn it would still or-rtweigh a Softail.
Stt'vc'4nlersort, ConlribLtting Etlilctr'

I{ONDA VTXISOOF
SPECIF!CATIONS

GENERAL SUSPENSJ_ON/TIRES

List price $12,899 Front suspension:
lmpotier Manufacturer Showa

American Honda Tube diameter 45mm
Motor Company, Inc. Ctaimed wheel travel 5.1 in.
1919 Torrance Blvd. Adiustments none
Torrance, CA 90501 Rear suspension:

www.amernonda.com Manufacturer Showa
Cuslomer service TYPe dual shock

phone 310/783-2000 Claimed wheel travel 3 9 in'

Warrunty tz n-./rnt i* l t"o t i  Adiustments spring preloaq

ENGINE - 
Tires:

Ensine tiquid-cooted Vffi Front t"l?B;fifl];

Bore x Stroke 101 .0 x 1 12.0mm Rear Dunlop D251

Displacement 1795cc -- 180/55R18

compression rat io LO:1 PEqfoFMANcE

Vafve train ,oh", thr"" uulu*, 
114 mi' 

" ,;.t1;;??
per cyl inde; threaded adjusters 0-30 mph 

* 
1.S sec.

Valve adiustment 0_60 mph 4.2 sec.
intervals 8000 mi. O-SO mftr B.li sec.

Carburetion fuel-injection _91aQlP!_lq 3j9cI IoNt>,t st i trN4s 'ro l lAVIl  ( i t .ol \ ' lMl i l )  ()N l()

I . lar lcy^s nrix*arrd-nratch methocl of crc-

l t ing "new" troclels. 
' l 'hc VTXll l(X)F's

dcsigncrs borrowccl thc hancl lcbal and

l iont l 'cndcr { ionr thc Vl l 'Xl l t00Cl. l iJ lcd
thc shotgun cxhaust l torrr thc 1,300N,
gavc thc bi l<c an l t l - inch rcar whccl

and r f ' !w dif l trurt styl ing l icks, thcn

clcsignatcd i t  both a "spor1-cttslott l"  at l t l

a "pcrl irrrnancc-custont." O1- al l  f  ivc ol '

Futr tNy t ' t . t t t ' l t t  ABOII I  Powi l { - ( l l t t i ls l i l {s .

I 'hey seemetl l ikc such a good idca
whcn they c:tmc ortt irt forcc ltrr tlic
2003 scll ing season, but t lol one'-l ' lL' l-
ther t londa VTXl800C nor Kar,valsaki
Mcan Strcak nor l: larlcy V-Rod uor
Yauraha Warritx'ltas been rvhat youU
call a runaru,ity shor,rtoom success. Sectns
cruiser buycrs wiint nostalgic stLrff like
fbt fenders ancl spoked rims antl bucko

Oil capacity 3.9 qt.

Electrical power 300w

Batterv 12v.20ah

CHASSIS

Weight:

Top gear t ime to speed:
40-60 mph 3.5 sec.
60-80 mph 3.6 sec.

Ms$sre4ep 9p99qj-2ru!
Engine speed at

60 nrph 2 I 75 rPm

FUEL MILEAGE

lrglllsv@us. 95/?91j1rus
Avg. range inc.

reserve __ 149 mi

BRAKING DISTANCE

12211

SPEEDOMETER ERROR

30 mph indicated 29 mph

60 mph indicated 58 mPh

l )

Tank empty
Tank ful l

761 lb.
789 rb

Load capacity (tank full) 390 lb.

HORSEPOWER/TORQUE -
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t i rc V' l 'X l l t00 rnoi le ls. I  l i l<c thc I j  bcst. bLrl  I  wattt  to kl lorv

i l 'hat rnol<cs i t  sport icrr Ql '  l l lore� pcrlornrancc-t lr icntcd than

thc othcr lor-n'.  11 l tas thc vcry salnc enginc arlr- l  c:hassts'  so

tlrct'c are tro Dor.lbrnritncc dil'f'crcnces, aucl it lakcs ttrorr" llllin

a lbrv aclc'lccl clcgt'ces tl['' cortrcring clcarancc ttl lttrn it lottg.

hcavy, lcct-lilnvartl crr:iser with rrnclcrdampctl sttspctlston

and cxaggcrated^ shatl-drivc-incluceci chassis-. iacking i t l lo a
"sport" niodcl.  Look, l  loncla pcoplc. this is a vcry nicc bikc,

br-rt  lct 's cal l  a spacle a spatlc, shal l  we'/
' 'Puul Detutt, Editoriul l)iret tutr

Fuel capacity _, 4.8 gal.

Wheelbase 67.4 tn

Rake/trail 32.5''15.7 n

Seat height 27.7 tn. from 30 mph
Ground clearance 5.0  in from 60 mph

1  1 7 9  l bGVWR

' l  , i  i l

bals. rvhilc those riders of a mclre sporting persuasion bypass

the lot colnpletcly and go to perforn.rance standarcls or general-

purpose spcirtbik-es. Power-cruisers. a niche too tiir, p-lriraps?' 
dlcouise, I 'm absolrrtely the wrong guy to ask: I '11 take a

strect rod ovcr a retro wagon ally day. hl fact, I purchasctl thc

. l c f f  P0 lhccv i ' i l  "R l inbow \ \ 'a r l io r " ' th r t  rvoucd a l l  r iders  in

iast ycar's*';Stulgis Shootout," and this F"morlcl VTX, espc-

c ia l l v  w i th  the(bbr  a  Speedstc r ' :bo l tc t l  r rp (sce  r idchar ) .  fec ls
prct iy eoocl. roo. Gottu losc thrt gool l  sissybar- though'

-Duvitl Edw'ard,s, Etl i tttr- i n- C' hi el
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